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ECDV Conference
VAMHN members and VAMHN funded ECRs attended the European Conference on Domestic Violence in Reykjavik, Iceland, which took place 11th-13th September, to share their important work on interventions, coercive control, and violence researcher well-being. Dr Alexis Palfreyman and Dr Sharli Paphitis presented VAMHN funded research on Coercive Control in Youth Relationships. Ms Anjuli Kaul, Dr Katherine Saunders and Dr Sharli Paphitis presented VAMHN funded research on Improving Emotional Safety, Coping, and Resilience Among People Conducting Research on Domestic and Sexual Violence and Abuse. More information can be found here: https://www.vamhn.co.uk/news.html 
 
VISION Call for Small Projects
Our partner organisation VISION have announced a Call for Small Projects. They have funding available for a limited number of complementary projects that each contribute to at least one of VISION’s five core objectives. Projects of up to £25,000 should address gaps in existing knowledge and data on violence and health and can use quantitative, qualitative, review, mixed or other methods. Projects can involve research, knowledge exchange, arts and/or other approaches. Projects should start between 1st April – 31st October 2024 and should last up to one year. There is a simple application form to complete which should be emailed to VISION_Management_Team@city.ac.uk by 17.00 on 10th January 2024. 

This call is a great opportunity for any academics particularly Early Career Researchers, any voluntary and community sector organisation working on violence prevention where money and resources are tight, but research ideas and needs are plentiful, and any partnerships across sectors and organisations working together to reduce violence. More information and the downloadable application form can be found here: https://vision.city.ac.uk/call-for-small-projects/ 

Survivors’ Voices Researcher Network  
Are you a researcher with lived experience of any kind of abuse or trauma? Whether you work in research now, hope to soon, are a student, participant, or co-producer the Survivors’ Voices Researcher Network may be relevant to you. This Network was created by Survivors' Voices and is funded by the VAMHN. It is a peer led educational exchange and support network which meets for one hour, monthly on zoom.  

The meetings offer a space to share present moment challenges, and triumphs! We discuss best practice and we invite guest speakers. The Network is run in accordance with the Survivors’ Voices Charter for Survivor Engagement which places safety, transparency, equality and respect at its heart. For more information or to join please email Susanna at research@survivorsvoices.org. This information is also available on our website here so feel free to share with your contacts and networks.  
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1. Other Training, Events and Opportunities
1. MiMOS study webinar: Sexual Assault Referral Centres. This webinar is the first opportunity to learn about the main findings from the MiMOS study. The MIMOS study was commissioned by NIHR Health Services and Delivery Research in order to identify what works for whom under what circumstances for people with mental health and/ or alcohol/drug issues who attend SARCs. The webinar will take place Thursday 28th September 2023. More information: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/mimos-study-webinar-sexual-assault-referral-centres-tickets-698992193467 
1. A is for Amy: play co-produced by young people on the topic of intimate partner violence, 19th and 20th October 2023. 
Written and directed by Newcastle-based writer Zoe Murtagh, and co-produced with local young people, A is for Amy has been created specifically for young people. It tells the story of Amy, a young person who finds themselves drawn into an abusive relationship with her older boyfriend, Dean. Through the course of the play, Dean’s control over Amy gradually grows until, with the help of people around her, she manages to leave him and begin to rebuild her life. Young people attending the performances with our partner schools, colleges and youth groups will also take part in a workshop which will further support them to recognise the signs of unhealthy relationships, where they can access support & how to helpfully respond to worrying signs in their friends’ relationships.
Links to book your place are provided below:
 
AFTERNOON       1pm Thursday 19th October          Book here
EVENING              7pm Thursday 19th October         Book here 
MORNING           11am Friday 20th October             Book here
  
For more information email: kate@kategormanconsulting.co.uk

1. The ADR UK Conference 2023 in partnership with the Office for National Statistics (ONS) will take place around the theme “Public data for resilience and inclusion: Using administrative data to inform policy and practice in challenging times”. ​The conference will take place on the 14th - 16th November 2023. To find out more click here.
1. The ManKind Initiative charity who support male victims of domestic abuse are holding their annual National Conference on Male Victims of Domestic Abuse conference “Supporting Male Victims of Domestic Abuse” on 16th November (am). It is online, free and earns CPD points. Topics include the latest research, male peer-to-peer recovery programmes and the experiences of two survivors: https://mankind.org.uk/for-professionals/conference/
1. AVA (Against Violence and Abuse) offers ongoing training on gender-based violence and abuse. For upcoming training opportunities click here. 
	



1. Upcoming research

Sarah West, is a postgraduate researcher at Coventry University, working on a project focusing on the needs of people providing informal support to survivors of sexual violence and abuse, such as family members, partners and friends.  
 
Over the last 18 months, Sarah has spoken with professionals, survivors and informal supporters across the UK to explore their views on what survivors need from their informal networks, the challenges informal supporters face in providing effective support, and managing their own well-being, and the tools and strategies that can help them with this. 
 
The project is now moving into the next stage, which will involve a series of participatory workshops with informal supporters and survivors where we will work together to develop resources that meet the needs identified in the earlier stages of the project.  
 
Workshops are open to anyone over the age of 18, living in the UK, with the option to take part online, or in person in Coventry. 

Please get in touch at wests13@coventry.ac.uk or 07724 004 297 to find out more. 
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Podcast: Escaping Domestic Abuse with Shana Begum by HodgeCast. Listen here: (90) HodgeCast: 009 - Escaping Domestic Abuse w/ Shana Begum - YouTube
Special Issue: Treatment Resistant Perpetrators of Intimate Partner Violence: Research Advances Vol. 32, No. 2, 2023. This special issue includes publications from some of the leading researchers in the field of IPV perpetration. To access all articles from this issue click here.
Keeping Students in Mind: Understanding Student Mental Health Research – SMARTen Network 
The SMARTen Network has released this podcast to amplify the voices and lived experiences of students in the UK, ensuring that the research and conversations around student mental health are actually addressing their concerns. To listen to the podcast click here. 

Intimate partner violence perpetration and mental health service use in England: analysis of nationally representative survey data – Bhavsar et al, 2023 
This paper looks at mental health service contact by perpetrators of intimate partner violence. To read the full paper in BJ Psych Open click here. 

Interpersonal violence and mental health: new findings and paradigms for enduring problems – Howard, 2023 
This editorial was written by VAMHN founder Prof. Louise Howard for the VAMHN linked series on Violence, Abuse and Women’s Mental Health published in the Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology Journal. To read the editorial click here, and to access the papers published in this series click here. 
 
For more useful resources and links, take a look here: https://www.vamhn.co.uk/resources.html 









VAMHN Forum 
Whether you want to share a survey, find collaborators for a bid or discuss a paper you’ve written, the VAMHN forum is a space for you to do that. To sign up to the forum and start connecting to other VAMHN members click here. Full instructions on how to use the forum can be found on the homepage. 
[image: ]  
VAMHN Directories 
The VAMHN has developed three active directories available on our website for our members to access. To access our directories masterpage click here.   
 
1. VAMHN Data Directory  
This resource indexes UK datasets, data repositories, and aggregate/published statistics about violence, abuse, and mental health, providing you with information about these resources and how to access them.  To access this resource, click here. We’ll be continually adding to the data directory, so if you know of a resource that we haven’t yet indexed, please tell us about it by completing the template at the bottom of the Directory webpage and emailing to vamhn@kcl.ac.uk. Please note that the resource should be either publicly available or available upon application. You do not need a password to access the data directory. 
 
1. VAMHN Expert Directory  
Our Expert Directory collates details of Network member expertise – e.g., academics, policy-makers, practitioners, those with lived experience, etc. This resource can be used to help members find experts to help with bids or research or more general questions and queries. To access the Expert Directory webpage click here. The password to the webpage is UKRInetwork1!  
 
1. VAMHN Network Directory  
This directory is for organisations and networks – again, academic, policy-making, practitioner, lived experience, third sector, voluntary sector, etc. These may be formal or informal; organisations, discussion forums, mailing lists; etc. The resource can be used to help members find relevant networks to join, to signpost others to and potentially to help with bids or research or more general questions and queries. To access the Network Directory webpage click here. The password to the webpage is UKRInetwork1!  
  
Both the expert and network directory webpages include instructions on how to use them effectively, and also include a video introduction from our network co-investigator Dr Jude Towers.  
  
If you would like to add your details either the expert or network directory, you can download the template form from our website at the web-links above and send to vamhn@kcl.ac.uk.   
  
We hope you find the directories useful! If you would like to refer these directories onto colleagues who are not currently members of the VAMHN, please kindly ask them to join the network here and contact us at vamhn@kcl.ac.uk to request the password.  
 
1. VAMHN Blog Directory 
Our blog directory which contains blogs by people with lived and living experience of violence, abuse and mental health. The blogs are about diverse forms of domestic and sexual violence, diverse types of mental health and different experiences of services e.g. health, policing, research etc. To access the blog directory, click here. The password to the webpage is UKRInetwork1! For any and all enquiries about this directory please contact vamhn@kcl.ac.uk.    
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VAMHN website: https://www.vamhn.co.uk/
VAMHN twitter: @VAMHN

If you have any collaboration or funding opportunities, events or resources for our newsletter, or you would like your organisation to be featured in our community spotlight, please contact us at vamhn@kcl.ac.uk










	


To unsubscribe from this mailing list please email vamhn@kcl.ac.uk with the email header UNSUBSCRIBE
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